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On Nov. 11 leader of the Caracas archdiocese, Monsignor Miguel Delgado told a group of 150
politicians and trade union leaders at archdiocese headquarters that the Church cannot remain
indifferent to the serious social problems arising from widespread unemployment. According to
Delgado, over 2.5 million of 7 million Venezuelans in the labor force are un- or underemployed.
The prelate argued that if a solution to the problem is not found in the near future, "people will
be dying in the streets," since a hungry worker is a "worker willing to make revolution." In order
to preserve social peace, he said, sacrifices must be made by the employed and the wealthy in
general to provide for the unemployed. The prelate stated that if Venezuelans do not act now, "we
will lose everything." Although the total elimination of unemployment is not possible, he added,
a concerted effort on the part of the Church and other social sectors can contribute to reducing
it. The Catholic leader claimed that the poor are paying the consequences for the waste and theft
practiced by the wealthy over the past decade. The majority of Venezuelans, he said, did not have
possess large sums of money to deposit in foreign bank accounts, or for traveling the world over.
Delgado insisted that in the current context of economic recession and the foreign debt burden, the
underprivileged should not be forced to suffer the consequences of policies and actions they had no
part in. Participants were then called on to contribute to a "solidarity fund" for the unemployed. The
fund will be coordinated by the Church between January and April 1987.
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